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State senator; and Dennis L. Dutremble, presi-
dent, Maine Senate.

Statement on the Observance of
Rosh Hashana, 1994
September 5, 1994

Warm greetings to all who are celebrating
Rosh Hashana in this promising year of re-
newal.

The high holidays, the most solemn and
hallowed days of the Hebrew calendar, mark
the beginning of a new year. Jews around
the world pause to reassess their lives and
their relationships with others and with God.
Most important, Rosh Hashana celebrates
change—bidding farewell to an old year and
welcoming the new.

During last year’s high holy days, the world
rejoiced as Prime Minister Rabin and Chair-
man Arafat took the first brave steps toward
peace in the Middle East. This year, in the
same courageous spirit, we have seen new,
bold steps in the peace process. Together,
we watched the determined leaders of Israel
and Jordan turn away from the sorrow of gen-
erations of hostility, blood, and tears to em-
brace the promises of hope and prosperity.

As the shofar sounds this Rosh Hashana,
let it be a summons to build on this long
anticipated foundation—a summons to nour-
ish the seeds of peace that have finally been
planted on both sides of the River Jordan.

Best wishes to all for a joyous Rosh Ha-
shana and a peaceful new year.

NOTE: This statement is identical to a message
made available by the White House. Rosh Ha-
shana was observed on September 6.

Statement on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 1994
September 6, 1994

I am pleased to extend greetings to all who
are observing Yom Kippur, the most solemn
of Jewish holidays.

The holy day of Yom Kippur recognizes
that all human beings are capable of trans-
gression and of atonement. Judaism teaches
that every person, from time to time, fails
to act in accordance with his or her highest
principles. Yom Kippur offers worshippers

the chance to seek forgiveness for sins com-
mitted during the past year and to reassess
personal behavior. Beyond this, the Day of
Atonement urges the repair of torn relation-
ships and encourages treating all people with
kindness. It is a day intended for rectifying
mistakes and for recommitment in a journey
leading from thought to deed.

As we strive to recognize changes that
must be made in our own lives and for our
entire world, we turn to each other for the
strength we seek. Though the challenges of
our world are formidable, and ancient ani-
mosities are not easily overcome, the past
year has shown us time and again that peace
is within our power.

Let this day serve as a call to make the
changes in our lives and in our communities
that peace and prosperity require. Let us re-
dedicate ourselves to caring for others and
to teaching our children the lessons of com-
passion. In the spirit of reconciliation and re-
newal that were so evident in the Israeli-Jor-
danian peace initiative, let us work toward
building a brighter world for the generations
to come.

Best wishes to all for an observance full
of meaning and hope.

NOTE: This advance text is identical to a message
made available by the White House. Yom Kippur
will be observed on September 15.

Remarks Honoring the All-American
Cities Award Winners
September 8, 1994

The President. Thank you very much, and
welcome to the Rose Garden on this beau-
tiful day. I want to acknowledge the presence
of Secretary Cisneros, who was once director
of the National Civic League and whose city,
San Antonio, a few years ago was an All-
American City under his leadership. Con-
gresswoman Johnson, Congressman Borski,
Congressman Blackwell, Congressman
Thomas, and Congressman Sharp are here.

I also want to say a word of special appre-
ciation for the National Civic League be-
cause this is its centennial year. When the
league was founded, Theodore Roosevelt
said, ‘‘There are many ways in which a man
or a woman can work for the higher life of
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American cities.’’ Well, judging by what the
mayors here and their citizens have shown
us, that is just as true if not more true today
than it was 100 years ago. We know, given
the complex challenges that our cities face,
we need that kind of commitment now even
more than we needed it 100 years ago.

We are here to celebrate success on many
fronts. Some of the cities are being honored
for designing programs to get our children
off the streets and into better lives. Others
have expanded downtown business areas,
opened free health clinics for the poor,
smoothed the economic impact of a base clo-
sure. These 10 cities represent regions all
over America, and they’re of different sizes,
with different problems and different chal-
lenges and different opportunities. They do
teach us, however, one thing in common:
when our citizens work in partnership, when
they work business and labor and govern-
ment, when they find ways to come together
instead of being divided, they can do miracu-
lous things.

The partnerships we celebrate here are a
reminder that government can and must
help, that businesses and volunteer organiza-
tions working with citizens themselves must
do the hard work of restoring America’s com-
munities. Each and every one of us must be
personally responsible for working in our
communities and making a difference. No
one else will ever care about a community
half as much as those who live there and raise
their children there, who look forward to
growing old there and being remembered
there. And who knows how to solve the prob-
lems of a place better than those who call
it home?

That’s not to say that you should do all
the work on your own. Our Federal Govern-
ment must and will continue to help. Every-
thing we do, even here, should ultimately be
about empowering people at the grassroots
to assume responsibility for their own lives,
their own communities, their own families;
to be able to compete and win, to succeed
in the complicated but exhilarating world to-
ward which we are moving in the next cen-
tury.

We’ve worked hard over the last 19
months to create that kind of framework, in
strengthening our economy, in reforming our

education system, in following some of the
initiatives Secretary Cisneros has set out for
cities and for communities within cities all
across America.

We have another great opportunity for
partnership now that the crime bill has at
last passed. If ever there was an example of
the Federal Government reaching out to em-
power people at the grassroots level, the
crime bill is it. It’s paid for by reducing the
size of the National Government by 270,000
over the next 6 years, giving all the money
back to local communities to hire police, to
build prisons, to build prevention programs,
to reach out to young people, to give people
something to say yes to, to put people to work
and put people in responsible play as well.

These things can work in miraculous ways,
but we’re going to depend upon you to make
them work. Getting the crime bill through
Congress was difficult, all right. It took 6
years. But you don’t have 6 years to make
it work at the grassroots. The money is flow-
ing in this fiscal year, and we have to depend
upon all of you to reduce crime and violence
and to increase the number of young people
who have a better future.

The partnerships that we celebrate today
and the ones our administration is committed
to creating tomorrow, all of them are the
backbone of our future. The cities are leading
the way, and those of you who are being hon-
ored today are truly outstanding. I can’t wait
to present the awards. I have already read
the reasons why all of you are being acknowl-
edged. It reminded me of a lot of the things
that I did as a Governor. It reminds me, too,
here in Washington that very often the most
important things we do receive the least pub-
licity, especially if we do them hand in hand
instead of fist against fist. But you keep on
doing it, because in the end the results will
be the ultimate reward.

Now I’d like to introduce a person that
it’s my great honor to present, one of our
country’s most distinguished citizens, the
chairman of the National Civic League, John
Gardner.

[At this point, Mr. Gardner and Wayne
Hedien, chief executive officer, Allstate Insur-
ance Co., sponsor of the awards, each made
brief remarks. The awards were then pre-
sented.]
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The President. Thank you very much. Let
me just say a word of thanks to Allstate and
to its chairman for their leadership. And
thanks again to John Gardner. Thanks to all
the Members of Congress for coming here.
And thanks to all of you.

The most important thing I think we can
take away from here is what John Gardner
said: This is a can-do country. This is fun-
damentally an optimistic country. Just 2 days
ago the international economic experts who
every year rank the countries of the world
in terms of how productive they are, ranked
the United States number one again for the
first time in nearly 10 years.

That happened because of what people are
doing in the heartland and because we’re get-
ting our act together up here. And you should
feel very hopeful about the future because
of what you have done and because of what
you have done.

Thank you, and God bless you all. We’re
adjourned. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Appointment for Chair of the
National Cancer Advisory Board
September 8, 1994

The President today announced his inten-
tion to appoint Barbara K. Rimer, Dr. P.H.,
of Duke University, as Chair and member
of the National Cancer Advisory Board
(NCAB).

‘‘The NCAB plays a critical role by provid-
ing advice on the Federal cancer research
effort,’’ the President said. ‘‘Dr. Rimer has
demonstrated her ability to meld insight from
the biological and behavioral sciences into
new approaches to cancer control, and I look
forward to her leadership of the NCAB.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Appointment for Chair of the
President’s Cancer Panel
September 8, 1994

The President today announced his inten-
tion to reappoint Harold P. Freeman, M.D.,

of Harlem Hospital Center, New York, as
Chair and member of the President’s Cancer
Panel. The President’s Cancer Panel is a 3-
member group providing advice to the Presi-
dent on various aspects of the National Can-
cer Program. Dr. Freeman has chaired the
Panel since 1991.

‘‘The President’s Cancer Panel plays an es-
sential role in monitoring the Nation’s cancer
program and guiding its progress into the fu-
ture,’’ the President said. ‘‘I admire Dr. Free-
man’s commitment to reducing death and
suffering from cancer during this time of sig-
nificant progress and considerable challenge
in cancer research. The National Cancer Pro-
gram is vital to our Nation’s health.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks to the 1994 Seeds of Peace
Group
September 9, 1994

The President. I want to welcome all of
you here to the White House, young people
from all across the Middle East. We have
here Israeli, Palestinian, Egyptian, Moroc-
can, and Jordanian young people coming to-
gether to our country as ambassadors of
peace for an entire generation.

A year ago, almost to the day, we had the
signing of the Israeli-PLO accord here. And
there were young people from Seeds of
Peace here. And when they were here, I saw
them and asked that all present dedicate
themselves to peace for the next generation.
Since then we have seen an agreement be-
tween Israel and Jordan. We have seen fur-
ther peace on the other Middle East fronts,
further progress on the other Middle East
peace fronts. And we have seen just last week
Morocco and Israel take the first step toward
establishing diplomatic relations.

But ahead of all that is the simple magic
of the person-to-person relationships that
you are building and a future you are build-
ing for yourselves. I hope so much that by
the time all of you are my age the problems
of the Middle East will be a distant memory,
and all of you will celebrate the unity and
strength, the harmony and prosperity of a re-
gion of people working together just as you
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